


2,509 libraries were built between 1883 and 1929 in
Canada, the United States, the United Kingdom, Ireland,
France, Serbia, South A ica, Belgium, Australia, New
Zealand, the Caribbean, Malaysia, Mauritius, and Fiji.

In Dunfermline, Scotland, Carnegie s hometown.

Carnegie would give grants if local governments could
show they:

needed a public library

had a site for the building

would pay sta and maintain the library

would use some public funds to run the

library

would make sure service was ee for everyone

In the 1880s, all libraries were closed-stack: a librarian
had to get books om behind a door where the public
didnt have access.

To save money when building libraries, Carnegie created
the open-shelf system which was started in Pittsburgh
where people could take books 0 the shelves themselves.

And how did libraries make sure nobody stole a book?
The library s substantial circulation desk was placed right
by the ont door.

Note: All currency is reported in historical, not present day, values.
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