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Meet illustrator David Anderson
DAVID ANDERSON is an illustrator and cartoonist who has
illustrated several children’s books and also has a background
as a political cartoonist at several South African newspapers. He
has won national awards for editorial cartooning
and lives in Toronto, Ontario. Visit his website at
www.dandersonillustration.com.
Rats, mosquitoes, bats, cockroaches, leeches
vultures — it’s easy to fear and despise them. But
are they all bad? Friend or Foe examines these
conventionally icky critters and uses persuasive
language and propaganda-style art and design to
present both sides of the story: what we dislike
978-1-77147-064-3
about each, as well as ways these creatures help
$17.95 CDN / $16.95 US
humans, scientists, and the environment.

When you were a kid, what was your favorite thing to do?
As a kid, I loved telling stories and putting on shows for my family. I often conned my cousins into performing.
Singing, dancing, and acting out our mini-novellas are among my favorite childhood memories.

What did you most dislike doing when you were a child?
I attended boarding school at a very young age and going back to school always seemed like the worst thing.

As a child, where did you dream of living?
I used to imagine being shipwrecked on a tropical island and living off the land.

What did you think you were good at when you were a kid?
Cartooning and caricature.

When you were a kid in school, what did you look for in a friend?
A sense of humor and loyalty.

What did you want to be when you grew up?
I wanted to be the editorial cartoonist for a major newspaper.

What was your favorite book as a child?
I loved all the Brer Rabbit stories.
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What is your favorite pastime now?
I work in the garden and enjoy attracting birds and insects to our yard.

What do you find an absolute chore?
Paperwork and taxes.

If you could live anywhere, where would you go?
Somewhere a little warmer.

What is the one talent you wish you had?
I wish I could play the piano.

What makes a good friend?
Consistency.

If you weren’t an author or illustrator, what job would you have?
Something to do with preserving the environment.

What children’s books have caught your attention lately?
Me…Jane by Patrick McDonnell and The Man with the Violin by Kathy Stinson and Dušan Petričić.

If you had to have a motto, what would it be?
Keep growing.
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