
Jump, Leap, Count Sheep!: A Canadian Wildlife 123 by Geraldo Valério | Resource by Karen Filewych, M.Ed. © 2025
Owlkids Books Inc. www.owlkidsbooks.com | Made possible with the support of Ontario Creates

Jump, Leap, Count Sheep!: A Canadian Wildlife 123Jump, Leap, Count Sheep!: A Canadian Wildlife 123

Written by Karen Filewych, M.Ed.

READING LEVELS 

Fountas & Pinnell: LB
Lexile® Measure: NP

Common Core: L.K, RF.K, RI.K, W.K,
SL.K, MATH: K.CC, NGSS: 1-LS1,1-LS3

OTHER CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS

ISBN: 9781771472890
Grade: K-2

A Teacher’s GuideA Teacher’s Guide

Phonological awareness (rhyme)
Phonics
Vocabulary development 
Parts of speech: nouns and verbs

Language Arts Skills Addressed

Numbers from 1 to 10 introduced in an
accessible way will engage learning.
Wide range of Canadian wildlife will encourage
prediction and visualization.
Collage-style art, created with paper, scissors,
and glue, will inspire classroom activities.

bonusbonus

Guide learners before, during, and after reading this concept
book, which is perfect for reinforcing reading and counting skills.

Life Science Social Studies

Geography Visual Arts

Math Skills Addressed

Number recognition 
One-to-one correspondence
Counting forward and backward
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Before Reading

Read the full title to students: Jump, Leap, Count Sheep!: A Canadian Wildlife 123. Encourage students
to make predictions and connect to their prior knowledge by asking these questions:

“What do you notice about this part of the title: Jump, Leap, Count Sheep?” (The words
leap and sheep rhyme.) You may choose to discuss the two graphemes ea and ee which
both make the long e sound.
“Look at this part of the title: A Canadian Wildlife 123. Notice the numbers 1, 2, 3. What
do you predict this book will be about?” If necessary, explain this is a counting book. 
*If you have already read Moose, Goose, Animals on the Loose!: A Canadian Wildlife ABC, invite
students to make connections and comparisons to this book.
If you have not shared other books in this series, say,

“Notice the word wildlife. Have you heard that word before?
What does the word wildlife mean?” (animals that live in the wild) 
“Since it says Canadian wildlife, all the animals shown in this book
can be found somewhere in Canada.” Show students a map of
Canada. If you live in Canada, help students find your city or
community.

Point to the cover and say, “What animals do you see on the cover?” Students may not realize
that the large animal featured is a bighorn sheep. They may notice the ladybugs and the snake.
Some may notice the animals on the back cover: they are lemmings.
Ask, “What other wild animals do you know of that live in Canada?” As students say the
animals, create a list on a whiteboard or chart paper.
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As you turn each page, point to the number in the corner, prompting students to say the
number before you read. 
As the numbers increase, ask students to count as you point to each animal on the page.
When necessary, discuss the animals on a given page, especially those students are not
familiar with. On the last few pages of the book, where all of the animals are shown, more
information is provided about these animals. Use it as your reference, if needed.

During Reading
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“Some words are what we call nouns. Nouns include people, places, and things. On each
page of this book, there is a noun: an animal.” Display the pages showing the bighorn sheep.
Ask, “What is the noun on this page?” (the bighorn sheep)
Turn to the next page and ask, “What is the noun on this page?” (the grebes)
Continue with each page, asking students to identify the noun. If necessary, remind them
that the animal is the noun.
Then say, “On each page, the animals were doing something.” Return to the page with the
bighorn sheep. “What was the bighorn sheep doing? That’s right it was jumping. The word
jumping is a verb, an action word. It tells us what the animal was doing.”
Turn the page. “What are the grebes doing on this page? That’s right, they are dancing. The
word dancing is the verb, the action word.”
Turn the page. “What are the mantids doing on this page? What is the verb?” (hunting)
Continue with as many pages as you wish, asking students to identify the verb on each page.
(Complete the Extension Activity on the next page to reinforce this concept!)

“When we were reading this book, we were counting forward. Now let’s use the book to
help us count backward!” Start on the page with the number 10 and invite students to count
backward as you turn the pages backward.
After you have practiced as a group, invite students to practice counting forward and
backward with a partner.

After Reading

Take this opportunity to review or teach nouns and verbs. 
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Numbers, Nouns, and Verbs! Numbers, Nouns, and Verbs! 

Invite students to write and illustrate their own page. Direct them to include:

The number word which corresponds to the numeral

An animal of their choosing (and the correct amount for the number they chose)

An illustration of the animals doing something: jumping, sleeping, eating, etc. 

The written words: a noun (the animal name) and a verb (what they are doing)

If necessary, this activity can be simplified. Consider which of the details above
are appropriate to include for your students. For example, you might only ask
them to write a numeral, write the number word, and draw the correct
quantity of the animal of their choosing. 

Return to Jump, Leap, Count Sheep! to show examples to students.


