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Phonological awareness (rhyme)
Phonics
Vocabulary development 
Alliteration

Language Arts Skills Addressed

Included colours are introduced in an accessible
way that will engage learning.
Wide range of Canadian wildlife will encourage
prediction and visualization.
Collage-style art, created with paper, scissors,
and glue, will inspire classroom activities.

bonusbonus

Guide learners before, during, and after reading this concept
book, which is perfect for reinforcing foundational reading skills.

Life Science Social Studies

Geography Visual Arts
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Before Reading

Read the full title to students: Splish, Splash, Foxes Dash!: Canadian Wildlife in Colour. Encourage
students to make predictions and connect to their prior knowledge by asking these questions:

“What do you notice about this part of the title: Splish, Splash, Foxes Dash?” (The
words splash and dash rhyme. Students may notice the digraph sh saying /sh/ at the
end of those words.) 
“Look at this part of the title: Canadian Wildlife in Colour. What do you predict we
will find in this book?” Discuss student answers as appropriate. “How might the
book be organized? What might we see on each page?”
If you have not shared other books in this series, say, 

“Notice the word wildlife. Have you heard that word before?
What does the word wildlife mean?” (animals that live in the wild) 
“Since it says Canadian wildlife, all the animals shown in this book
can be found somewhere in Canada.” Show students a map of
Canada. If you live in Canada, help students find your city or
community.

Point to the pictures on the cover and say, “The author and illustrator Geraldo Valério
created some wonderful illustrations of colourful animals. Which animals do you think
we will see in this book?” As students suggest animals, discuss their colour(s).
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As you turn each page, point to the colour word in the corner, prompting students to read
the colour before you read it. 
On some pages you might ask students to spell the colour word with you. Highlight/review
recently learned graphemes: for example, ee in green, the blend bl in blue and black, ur in
purple.
When necessary, support students with the meaning of the vocabulary on a given page,
such as dabbles, woolly, pirouette.
 On the last few pages of the book, where all of the animals are shown, you could read all
of the information in order. Or, invite students to choose a colour, and then read the
information about the animal listed for that colour.

During Reading



Splish, Splash, Foxes Dash!: Canadian Wildlife in Colour by Geraldo Valério | Resource by Karen Filewych, M.Ed. © 2025
Owlkids Books Inc. www.owlkidsbooks.com | Made possible with the support of Ontario Creates

If students didn’t already notice the use of colour for other things on each page, say, “I
noticed that Geraldo Valério illustrated other things with the same colour as the animal. On
the page with the cardinals, what else is red?” (berries) Look through the book again to see
what else is illustrated with the feature colour of each page.
Introduce/review the idea of alliteration: two or more adjacent or nearby words that begin
with the same sound. Revisit the book to find examples: lunch on leaves; big, big, big blue
whales; bears breakfast in a bed of berries; prawns pirouette; etc. (If you have already taught
Moose, Goose, Animals on the Loose! this might be review.) 

After Reading

Alliteration; Tongue Twister Examples

Five frogs wore flip-flops.
A big black bug bit a big black bear.
Hurry honeybee, harvest the honey!
Woozy woolly bear wears a wool winter coat.



KAREN FILEWYCH has over twenty-five years of educational experience as an
elementary teacher, school administrator, and language arts consultant. In 2007, she
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of four teacher resources published by Pembroke Publishers. Her latest, Literacy
Instruction Matters, provides foundational literacy support to elementary teachers of
all grade levels. She is also the senior author of the Pearson resource entitled Bug
Club Morphology. Subscribe to her blog or visit her website for more information:
www.wordschangeworlds.ca.
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Collage using magazine photos

Drawing and colouring

Invite students to choose their favourite colour. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

Favourite Colours! Favourite Colours! 

Examine some of the images in this book and ask students to predict (or review)

how the author/illustrator Geraldo Valério made them. Explain that he used

collage: cutting, layering, and gluing paper.

Provide them with a blank page where they will write the colour word. 

Then, ask them to illustrate as many things as they can using that colour.

Depending on time and your objectives, consider using these options for the

illustrations:

Collage in the style of Geraldo Valério

Consider connecting this activity to specific outcomes in your Art or Science curriculum.


